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Each year, our children are given the opportunity to deep dive into 3 historical periods.  This allows our pupils to spend a significant amount of time exploring a time or 

event in detail to enable them to develop a true sense of historical knowledge.  Our golden thread of hierarchy allows us to broaden their cultural capital through the lives 

of others looking through history with lenses.  Bringing learning back to the children so they can make sense of historical changes and how these have impacted their lives, 

even now. 

Year R 

Chronological Awareness 

 To begin to organise events using basic chronology 

 To recognise that things happened before they are born 

 To retell stories that help them to develop an understanding of the past 

 To retell stories that help them to develop an understanding of the 

present 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 To be able to talk about experiences that are familiar to them 

 To start to talk about how their experiences may have been different in 

the past  

 To begin to be able to look closely at similarities, differences, patterns 

and change 

 To discuss the reasons that things happen in a story 

 To know about similarities and differences between themselves and 

others 

 To recognise special times for family and friends 

Historical enquiry, interpretations and concepts 

 To show an interest in and explore books, artefact, people and photos 

and talk about what they can see 

 To know that information can be retrieved from books and computers 

 To ask questions about the past 

 To explain knowledge about an event 

 

Year 1 

Chronological Awareness 

 To be able to sort objects into old and new 

 To understand that changes happen in their own life over time 

 To use vocabulary to refer to periods within time such as recently, 

before, after, now, later 

 To identify when stories were set making explicit reference to past and 

present 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 To be able to talk about the way of life of people in the past 

 To be able to identify people and their past history through stories 

 To compare their own life to that of another person from a historical 

time making observations about different types of people, events, 

society etc. 

 To develop an understanding of growth and change over time 

 To know why people did things, why events happened and what happened 

as a result 

 To talk about why someone was important 

Historical enquiry, interpretations and concepts 

 To be able to investigate and ask questions about photos, stories and 

artefacts 

 To be able to refer to stories when describing events or individuals 
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 To explore stories and photos and artefacts to develop understanding 

and enquiry 

 

Year 2/3 

Chronological Awareness 

 To place the life experiences of a significant individual in order 

 To place known/taught events in chronological order 

 To discuss how the life of someone beyond living memory was different 

to their own 

 To begin to read and understand timelines 

 To understand that the past can be divided into different periods 

 To sequence periods studied on a timeline 

 To use and understand vocabulary such as modern and ancient 

 To be able to sequence at least 3 artefacts from very different time 

periods; starting to formulate reasons for their choices 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 To talk about the key features of ancient civilisations 

 To begin to identify some notable features of ancient civilisations 

 To look at the every day lives of people in the historical period being 

studied and explain what is different and what is similar in the way of 

life 

 To be able to make simple comparisons between the lives of others 

(historical) and themselves 

 To understand why change from history is important and how these 

decisions have impacted our lives today 

 To understand that historical change and or causes have an impact and 

consequence 

 To be able to write a simple historical account identifying historically 

people or events 

Historical enquiry, interpretations and concepts 

 To understand that printed resources, the internet, databases, phots, 

art, artefacts and buildings can be used to collect information about 

the past 

 To use enquiry-based question openers such as why, what, who, where, 

how and when to ask questions about the past and find answers 

 To be able to explain how we know about major events or the lives of 

significant others 

 To explore how historians have found out about periods studies 

 To refer to evidence when talking about the past and present 

 To be able to suggest which sources of evidence can be used to answer 

a question and explain why this is believed to be the best 

 To identify the differences within contrasting versions of the same 

event 
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Year 4/5 

Chronological Awareness 

 To sequence known/taught events within a given time period 

 To place key historical events studied at Littlebourne on a time line 

 To relate periods of history to times and dates such as AD, BC, CE, 

BCE, century, millennium and decade and to be able to apply them 

correctly to taught periods studied 

 Use a timeline to sequence local, national and international events and all 

periods studied at Littlebourne 

 To be able to sequence at least 4 artefacts from very different time 

periods and give reasons for choices 

 To identify changes and make comparisons between 2 different 

historical periods 

 To use conceptual vocabulary such as change, continuity, sequence, 

duration, period and chronology  

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 To discuss and describe specific aspects of ancient civilisations in 

terms of settlement, ways of life, trade, achievement, beliefs and 

hierarchy 

 To describe social, cultural, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and 

the wider world 

 To be able to explain in detail some of the significant aspects of ancient 

civilisation giving reasons for their answers 

 To be able to study differing aspects of people in a given period using 

key vocabulary such as power, hierarchy, gender, dynasty, kingdom, 

nobility, empire, emperor 

 To examine causes and results of significant events and the impact 

these have had on society 

 To discuss, examine and compare how life has changed over a period of 

time (trends) 

 To identify key moments and events in the time period of study 

 To find links and effects in the time period studied 

 To form their own opinions about significant events explaining why 

similar events differ in social memories and why some gain greater 

prominence 

Historical enquiry, interpretations and concepts 

 To talk about and explain what is important in a historical account 

 To be able to explain how historians have been able to reach opinions 

about the past 

 To be able to explain how historians have reached opinions about the 

past 

 To be able to recognise and explain the difference between primary and 

secondary sources 

 To regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions 

about change, similarity and differences 

 To be able to select the most appropriate source of evidence and use 

this to answer enquiries 

 To discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations of 

the past have been constructed 
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Year 6 

Chronological Awareness 

 To accurately use timelines to demonstrate change and developments in 

culture, technology, religion and society 

 To identify and compare connections, contrasts and trends over a 

period of time 

 To sequence a variety of artefacts from different time periods and 

giving clear justifications for their answers or choices 

 To sequence up to 6 significant events and dates on a timeline and 

identifying overlaps where seen 

 To use their historical chronological awareness to compare features of 

different periods studied 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the past 

 Analyse the legacy of an ancient civilisation 

 To research and identify beliefs, behaviour and characteristics of 

people and recognising that not everyone shares the same view and 

feelings 

 To discuss and compare beliefs and behaviours between two periods of 

study 

 To be able to confidently explain a historical event in terms of cause 

and effect using evidence to underpin their thoughts and findings and 

begin to classify these causes into types. 

 To confidently identify key dates, characters and events of significant 

time periods studied at Littlebourne 

 To study different aspects of people from a given period using key 

vocabulary such as dynasty, honour, parliament, treaty act, rebellion, 

oppression, democracy, ideology 

 To reflect on whether change or continuity best characterise 

comparisons of the period of history studied 

 To analyse the reasons for and results if historical events, situations 

and changes 

 Analyse the reason for the diverse experiences of people in different 

societies and produce a historical account 

 Analyse the significance of past achievements in terms of their impact 

on today’s society 

Historical enquiry, interpretations and concepts 

 To evaluate the usefulness and accuracy of primary and secondary 

sources 

 To construct and investigate historically valid questions about 

significance 

 To pursue historically valid enquiries including some they have framed 

 To create relevant, structured and evidentially supported accounts 

 To be able to suggest accurate and plausible reasons for how or why 

aspects of the past have been represented and interpreted in different 

ways 

 


