[bookmark: _GoBack]

LITTLEBOURNE CE PRIMARY SCHOOL
[image: Logo]
Handwriting Policy






Approved by: Simon Hillier
Emma Haybourne
Date Written: January 2026
Date of next review: September 2026







Handwriting at Littlebourne CE Primary School:
At Littlebourne Primary School, we are very proud of our children’s handwriting and the pride they take in their presentation. Our children embark on ‘their journey to cursive handwriting’ once they are secure with printed letter formation and orientation and will cover all the requirements of the National Curriculum. 
Children at Littlebourne start their handwriting journey in EYFS with daily exciting and engaging activities designed to support fine and gross motor skills. The direct teaching of handwriting in EYFS follows the Little Wandle scheme progression documents. Little Wandle is used to teach Phonics, using the same scheme for both handwriting and early reading provides opportunities for consolidation and reduces cognitive load. Year 1 continue to use Little Wandle as guidance but also begin to learn and develop their understanding of the ’letter families” by writing in printed script. Children in Year 2 and KS2 follow the cursive Twinkl Handwriting scheme where the letters continue to be taught in ‘letter families’. 
From Year 1 onwards, children at Littlebourne use A4 lined books across the curriculum. They begin with wider lines and move to narrower ones as their handwriting control and confidence grow. We place great importance on developing handwriting that is independent, consistent and neatly presented in every subject.
Our curriculum encourages children to take pride in how they set out their work and to always aim for their personal best. We believe that clear, legible handwriting and good presentation are valuable lifelong skills

Handwriting Aims:
• To ensure a consistent whole‑school approach that promotes high‑quality presentation in every subject.
• To foster a sense of pride in producing work to the best possible standard.
• To develop a neat, legible handwriting style with correctly formed, and when developmentally ready, cursive letters.
• To build fluency and speed so that children write confidently, with accurate letter orientation.
• To maintain a shared approach to handwriting among all adults, whether writing in children’s books, on whiteboards, or when modelling writing.
• To support spelling through the visual and kinaesthetic memory created by accurate letter formation and joins.
• To value, encourage and celebrate good handwriting across the school.
• To uphold the principle that all writing is best writing, whatever the subject or task.




Learning pre‑handwriting patterns is an essential first step in developing handwriting. These early shapes and strokes help children understand the movements they need to form letters correctly.
 Across the school children are exposed to both printed and cursive script on displays, in shared and modelled writing. During EYFS and Year 1 as letter blends and high frequency words are taught they will be done so in a printed script and modelled printed by the teacher. 
There is no requirement to teach cursive handwriting in EYFS or at this stage of the National Curriculum for English. For this reason, we focus first on secure letter shape, spacing and size before introducing joins. We also teach children that some letters are not designed to be joined.
In EYFS, we give children a fun and meaningful start to their handwriting journey. We focus on building strong foundations — including good posture, core strength, a comfortable grip and the right pencil pressure — so that children grow into confident, independent writers.

EYFS:
• Children start mark making on plain paper but are soon introduced to lines to encourage and support the appropriate position on the baseline 
• Opportunities are designed to encourage children to regularly explore line and pattern making via a range of media, textures and surfaces.
• Movements are regularly incorporated to enhance gross motor skills such as air writing, pattern making and dancing.
• Children are supported in developing balance and upper body strength to help with the core strength and posture for writing through PE and outdoor provision activities.
 • Children engage with daily hand strengthening. 
• As part of our continuous provision and targeted support, children develop fine motor skills: fastening, buttons, pulling up zips, threading, tweezers, cutting, sticking, pinching, making collages with wool or string etc. 
• As part of daily Little Wandle Phonics lessons, printed letter formation is focused on, modelled and practised. 
• Children have opportunities to learn letter formations through a sensory approach and then apply to handwriting. 
• Children are taught using a tripod grip. 
• In EFYS, our children learn the different shaped letter families.
 • Great emphasis is also placed on the correct formation of numeral digits, with a focus on appropriate and consistent size and orientation. 
• Children are taught to recognise and use capital letters.
• Children are taught that we write from left to write and left-handed children are given support in finding a comfortable writing position.

By the end of EYFS, children will be:
• using a comfortable and efficient pencil grip
• forming letters with the correct sequence of movements, starting and finishing in the right place
• creating patterns and practising letter shapes using a range of materials and media
• beginning to write words and short sentences using a simple printed script

Year 1
• Handwriting is taught as a discrete subject daily.
• The correct position for writing and the tripod grip is reinforced and built upon from EYFS. 
• Gross and fine motor skills continue to be a priority in KS1. 
• Children practise patterns and free flowing motions daily and continue to build on hand strength from EYFS.

Children should:
· consolidate their understanding of printed script letter formations and recognise the correct starting and finishing points for each letter.
· sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and with the correct grip.
· begin forming lower‑case letters in the correct direction, starting and ending in the right place.
· understand which letters belong to the same handwriting ‘families’ (letters formed with similar movements) and practise these regularly.
· write using a pencil.
· maintain consistent letter size (including appropriate proportions between capitals and lower‑case letters), correct orientation, suitable spacing relative to letter size, and accurate placement on the baseline.
· continue to develop appropriate posture and pencil grip, with regular reinforcement from adults.
· write on lined paper unless the task requires otherwise, with line width reducing as children progress and develop greater control.






Year 1 teachers focus upon:
• continuing to develop children’s fine and gross motor skills through a wide range of multisensory activities.
• teaching letter families and helping children apply their phonics knowledge to handwriting.
• ensuring children write both lower‑case and upper‑case letters consistently and with the correct orientation.
• supporting children to write from left to right, with all letters sitting neatly on the line.
• helping children find a comfortable page position and maintain correct posture and pencil grip while writing.

Children are taught to:
• apply the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed for joining letters.
• understand ascenders and descenders, ensuring ascenders reach the correct height and descenders sit clearly below the line.
• use the lines in their A4 writing books confidently, working towards letters that are consistent in size, shape and orientation.
• receive additional support and resources if they are not yet making expected progress with handwriting.
• leave spacing between words that matches the size of their letters.
By the end of Key Stage 1 children will be expected to produce clear, legible handwriting that demonstrates accurate use of upper and lower case letters. Children will have appropriate spacing between words and will form numerals correctly.

Key Stage 2: Statutory Guidance
Due to the structure of our mixed-age classes, children in Year 2 follow the Key Stage 2 handwriting expectations. Our small class sizes in EYFS and Year 1 ensure that children receive high-quality, targeted support in early handwriting development, enabling them to meet the increased demands of the next stage with confidence and readiness.
Children should be taught to:
• apply the diagonal and horizontal strokes required to join letters.
• recognise which letters, when adjacent, are best left unjoined.
The majority of children entering Key Stage 2 are expected to be developing a joined, cursive script that is accurately sized, correctly positioned on the baseline, and produced with increasing fluency and speed.
Handwriting refinement continues throughout Key Stage 2 through discrete, focused sessions, alongside consistent reinforcement across all curriculum areas, in line with the principle that All Writing is Best Writing.
This refinement focuses on:
• Quality: Ensuring letters are consistently sized, with even spacing between words, and that ascenders and descenders are parallel, sit correctly on the line, and do not interfere with lines above or below.
• Speed: Developing writing speed so that children can prioritise the content of their work and take efficient, legible notes when required.
• Stamina: Building the strength and control needed to write for sustained periods without fatigue.
Children are also taught to select an appropriate handwriting style (e.g., joined cursive, print, bold) according to purpose, such as for captions, headings, or labels. Throughout Key Stage 2, children encounter cursive script in classroom displays, and adults model this script consistently during teaching and feedback.
Inclusion
For children whose handwriting is affected by fine motor difficulties, Special Educational Needs, or challenges in meeting age-related expectations, targeted intervention is provided to support progress. This may include one-to-one sessions, small-group work, or additional in-class support during writing activities. 
Appropriate resources—such as pencil grips, adapted pencils, or handwriting guides—are provided according to individual need and used consistently across all written tasks. For most children, such interventions are short term and tailored to specific areas for improvement, for example, correcting inaccurate joins or ensuring writing sits securely on the baseline.

National Curriculum Assessment Criteria
End of Key Stage 1 Assessment
 Working towards the expected standard: 
• Forming lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place 
• Forming lower-case letters in the correct size relative to one another in some of the writing 
• Using spacing between words KS1 Working at the expected standard: 
• Beginning to us the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in some of their writing
• Writing capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to lower case letters 
• Using spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. KS1 Working at greater depth within the expected standard: 
• Using the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters in most of their writing. 

End of Key Stage 2 Assessment: 
• Working towards the expected standard: - Producing legible joined handwriting 
• Working at the expected standard: - Maintaining legibility, fluency and speed in handwriting through choosing whether or not to join specific letters
 • Working at greater depth within the expected standard: - No additional requirements for handwriting
Monitoring
 Writing Lead to monitor the teaching and learning of handwriting through:
 • Lesson looks 
• Book looks 
• Learning walks
 • Monitoring planning
This will be observed in all curriculum areas. 
Timetabling 
EYFS :  
 Daily activities developing gross and fine motor skills.
 Daily taught letter formation (printed letter) linking to phonics.
Year 1:
 Daily activities to build on/consolidate fine motor skills. 
 Daily discrete handwriting lessons when secure – printing letter, learning letter families. 
Year 2, 3 and 4: 
Daily, discrete handwriting lessons – teaching cursive joins.
Interventions where appropriate and updated and monitored for impact via class provision map. 
Year 5 and 6: 
3 x weekly handwriting practice and interventions put in place where appropriate – children should be writing in a cursive, legible style all of the time and be aware that other styles may be appropriate dependent on the purpose for writing








Useful resources
Optimum posture for handwriting, take into consideration any additional adaptations that need to be made to ensure children are fully supported to succeed while writing.
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Tripod Pencil Grip
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